
AFA’s Airmen 
and Family 
Programs

Paula Roy (standing), AFA’s director of Airmen and Family Programs, speaks with 
airmen participating in wheelchair basketball drills in Colorado Springs, Colo., in 
October 2013.

Grateful. That’s a word I would 
use to describe myself. Hello, my 
name is Paula Roy, and I am the 

spouse of recently retired CMSAF James 
A. Roy, 16th Chief Master Sergeant of 
the Air Force.

I’ve had the honor and privilege of 
serving alongside my husband for many 
years, caring and advocating for our air-
men and their families. In January 2013, 
AFA presented me an opportunity to join 
its team and continue to do my heart’s 
desire supporting those who are fi ghting 
for the freedoms we enjoy every day. 

The AFA team, which includes all of our 
members around the world, has accom-
plished much. Here are some highlights: 

Signing of the Wounded Airman Pro-
gram’s memorandum of understanding 
with the Air Force took place in October 
2013. Since then, we’ve been spreading 
the word about the program, diligently 
reporting our efforts to the Air Force, 
fund-raising, and supporting airmen where 
there’s a need.

Our partnership with the Air Force 
Wounded Warrior program continues to 
strengthen. For those unfamiliar with 
AFW2, the program works hand-in-hand 
with the Air Force Survivor Assistance 
program and Airman and Family Readi-
ness Centers to ensure airmen receive 
professional support and care from point 
of injury, through separation or retire-
ment, for life.

AFA chapters have taken it upon 
themselves to fund-raise and plan for the 
year ahead based on events, needs, and 
airmen in their local areas. They have also 
responded fi nancially and with time, man-
power, and other resources, when called 
on, to reach out in their local communi-
ties. The following AFA organizations 
and chapters should be recognized for 
their efforts over the past year: Rocky 
Mountain Region, Colorado State, Gen. 
David C. Jones Chapter (Minot, N.D.), 
Highpoint Chapter (Andover, N.J.), Mc-
Chord Field Chapter (JB Lewis-McChord, 
Wash.), Paul Revere Chapter (Bedford, 
Mass.), Pope Chapter (Fayetteville, N.C.), 

Sarasota-Manatee Chapter (Sarasota, Fla.), 
Thomas W. Anthony Chapter (JB An-
drews, Md.), and Thunderbird Chapter 
(Las Vegas).

We will continue to support AFW2’s 
work, especially the adaptive sports camps, 
and have offered an opt-in, one-year 
complimentary AFA membership to all 
of the approximately 3,000 wounded air-
men on record.

We also look forward to a competi-
tive year in adaptive sports. For the fi rst 
time, the Air Force Warrior Games team 
held trials in April at Nellis Air Force 
Base in Las Vegas where 100 wounded 
airmen competed for 40 spots. We’ll be 
in Colorado Springs, Colo., in the fall to 
cheer them on!

In June 2013, the Air Force Cycling 
Classic became the AFA Cycling Classic, 
benefi ting our Wounded Airman Program. 
On June 7 and 8, we’ll again have our 
name on the annual cycling event. We’re 
building our involvement, looking for more 
sponsorship opportunities, and increasing 
AFA engagement with the help of Arling-
ton Sports of Arlington, Va. We continue 
to have Air Force and corporate support 
and will work to expand opportunities 
for wounded airmen to participate, while 
honoring them at a concert at the Air Force 
Memorial in Arlington.

Our 2013 Spouse and Family Forum 
was a success. This year’s forum on Sept. 
15 will focus on resiliency. I hope you’ll 
be able to join us. Betty Welsh, wife of 
Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh III, and 
Athena Cody, spouse of CMSAF James 
A. Cody, intend to participate.

In 2013, AFA funded 12 scholarships to 
airmen’s spouses. We are also working on a 
new Major Command Spouse Scholarship 
Program in the name of former Air Force 
Secretary Michael B. Donley and his wife, 
Gail, in recognition of their many years of 
dedicated service to our nation.

Our Transition Program is still in the pilot 
phase with 12 chapters participating. Our 
TP Subcommittee meets via teleconferences
and has been focused on collecting data and 
looking at existing transition-assistance 
initiatives with which we can partner. We 
know that the transition from time in uni-
form to civilian life will continue to be an 
important issue for new veterans, and we 
will advocate on their behalf.

Our Family Programs Subcommittee, 
chaired by Terry Cox and reporting to 
AFA’s Field Council, has set 2014 goals 
to develop a process to determine family 
support needs within communities or co-
located Air Force bases and provide tools 
to each AFA chapter to be successful in 
these endeavors. We are also looking to 
develop a chapter cross-feed program to 
share best practices. We know our chapters 
are doing great work at the local level, and 
we will rely on this for the success of our 
Family Programs.

I’m excited about Wingman Magazine
as it will highlight our airmen and their 
families and all of the great work going on 
in the fi eld. Thank you all for your dedica-
tion and commitment to continue to serve 
those who are serving and sacrifi cing for 
us. Blessings. �

Paula Roy is AFA’s director of Airmen 
and Family Programs .

By Paula Roy

Hugs From Paula
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